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LIAS – Overview

An information system for

descriptive and taxonomic data

of lichens

Online since 1996, under

www.lias.net

Managed by using Diversity

Workbench (=DWB) database

components and clients since

2001; 

www.diversityworkbench.net

Supported by

International Association for

Lichenology (IAL)
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LIAS – Overview

An information system for

descriptive and taxonomic data

of lichens

Subprojects are

LIAS light

LIAS names

LIAS checklists

LIAS glossary

Taxonomic backbone: 

40.000 names (with 26.000 

accepted/ provisionally 

accepted names)
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LIAS – Overview

An information system for

descriptive and taxonomic data

of lichens

Database generated item 

descriptions

Identification keys

Glossar

Checklists, Occurrence data
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LIAS – A GSD Database for Catalogue of Life

An information system for

descriptive and taxonomic data

of lichens

Subset of 8.200 accepted 

names and 6.200 synonyms 

with 

�1.700 common names in English, 

French, German

� occurrence data on global region / 

continent levels

� direct links to item descriptions and 

global identification key

“Phylogenetic circumscription”

overlaps with IF �

pragmatically solved
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Portal interface with Search

and Browse options and SOAP 

and REST web service

and

Rich client of a VRE called

Diversity Workbench

(=DWB) for data entry

LIAS names

http://liasnames.lias.net/
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Portal interfaces for database

generated item descriptions

and interactive identification of 

lichens

LIAS light

http://liaslight.lias.net/
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LIAS light (NaviKey)

Multilinguality
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Arctic 999

Europe 2,591

Asia 1,617

Africa 1,792

North America 3,452

South America 2,856

Oceania/Australasia 2,747

(Sub-)Antarctica 227

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

A
rc

tic

E
ur

op
e

A
si
a

A
fri

ca
N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
a

S
ou

th
 A

m
er

ic
a

O
ce

an
ia

/A
us

tra
la
si
a

(S
ub

-)
A
nt

ar
ct
ic
a

Estimated number of accepted

lichen taxa world-wide: ~15,000

Number of databased taxa: >8,880
Databased taxon descriptions:

LIAS light – Taxon Numbers
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Taxonomy and systematics

of Melastomataceae

Tropical trees, worldwide

distribution

Online since 2007 

Data management through 

experts in Brazil, Colombia, 

Germany, USA 

Supported by

GBIF International

MELnet

http://www.melastomataceae.net/
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Taxonomy and systematics

of Melastomataceae

Managed by using

Diversity Workbench (=DWB) 

database components

and clients

MELnet – Data Management
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Taxonomy and systematics

of Melastomataceae

SOAP and REST web services

available

Data resource for planetary 

biodiversity inventory project 

“Miconieae”; 

http://sweetgum.nybg.org/mela

stomataceae/

Data resource for improvement 

of Tropicos data

MELnet as Data Resource
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Since 2011 in Catalogue of Life 

With about 5.100 species of tropical trees (5.200 synonyms)

MELnet – A Database for Catalogue of Life
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