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Diversity Workbench (DWB) is a suite of tools

• to manage bio- and geodiversity data

• to address data generation, data management, quality assurance and basic
data analysis issues

DWB – a set of software tools
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• Relational SQL databases, used stand alone or in a (internal) server/ cloud 
network

• Software design is adapted to data domain-specific demands and user 
scenarios, including those of scientific collections, ecologicial and descriptive 
sciences 

DWB – a set of software tools
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Since 20 years

• four software developers at SNSB, support
from BT, MfN and other teams

• software is free for download under
www.diversityworkbench.net

• open source (more than two mio code lines)

• software design, data models and ER-
schemata are published (OA)

• agile software development is done on user
demand and with a number of engaged
users involved

• workshops since 15 years

DWB – Agile Software-Development 
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Focus: Providing structured and FAIR data

• Target user group

– intend to manage diversity data (mainly from life
sciences and geosciences)

– are ready to invest time in professional data
curation

– intend to keep authority over their high quality
data for a long time

DWB – Data management
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Focus: Providing structured and FAIR data

Services for all DWB users include:

• own and hosted content (DWB cloud
services)

– terminologies

– vocabularies

– taxonomies

– gazetteers

• access to consume external services
– terminologies

– vocabularies

– taxonomies

– gazetteers

DWB – Data management services
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Focus: Providing structured and FAIR data

• DWB DiversityCollection (DC) is ready to
manage osteological collection data (540 
elements in 48 tables) 

• DWB DC Table Editor is already used for
non-human osteological collections

DWB – for anthropology?
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Focus: Providing structured and FAIR data

• Anatomical collection of the LMU (in progress) 

• Terminologica Anatomica (in progress)

DWB – for anthropology?



The Future of Managing Osteological Data in Biological Anthropology, Online Workshop, March 2021

Focus: Providing structured and FAIR data

• DC Import Wizard is guiding import from excel sheets

• compliant excel templates and import schemes for zoological collections exist (for 
human osteological collections currently planned together with SNSB-SAPM)

DWB-DC  – Import tools
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DWB – Rich Clients for data management
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DiversityDescriptions (DD) for matrix data

DWB-DD with open schema (EAV model): User is designing his/her own data structure. 
 Descriptors, characters, properties, traits; descriptor states (categorical, text), values (measurements), entity/items store item 
data
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DWB – in GFBio

• GFBio recommended
• GFBio helpdesk with advice for data management in DWB
• GFBio is hosting DWB environments for GFBio user (under development)
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DWB – alternative installation solutions
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Online Workshop – Programm 

http://www.snsb.info/SNSBInfoOpenWiki/Wiki.jsp?page=DivWorkbenchWorkshop_41

41st Diversity Workbench Workshop:

27./28.04.2021


